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Art Unit: 3738 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

* 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 4-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 4, "the proximal part" and lacks proper antecedence. 

In claim 6, the option of "the stage of compression's indefinite because it is 
unclear which stage is referred to. 

In claim 7, "two or more haptics" in combination with "essentially elliptical form" is 
indefinite because a lens comprising more than two haptics is unclear how an elliptical 
form would be maintained. 

Drawings 

3. The drawings are pbjected to under 37 CFR 1 .83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the lens system 
comprising "more than two haptics" must be shown or the feature(s) canceled from the 
claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
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number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure 
is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, 
and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate 
changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings for 
consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering 
of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an 
application must be labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New 
Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the examiner, 
the applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next 
Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall' not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Toop 
EP 0962196 in view of Blake US PN 6425917. 

6. Toop '196 disclose an intraocular lens comprising two or more compressible 
haptics having multiple stages of compression as claimed and provide an elliptical form 
when compressed (Figure 4). Toop lacks the express written disclosure of the optic 
being toric and the haptics having a distal part comprising a greater thickness. Blake 
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'917 teach in figures 3A-3B an intraocular lens comprising toric Optic and thicker distal 
parts on each haptic in order to treat patients in need of a toric optic and provide a 
better stabilized lens upon implantation. 

7. Therefore it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the intraocular lens disclosed by Toop '196 to include a toric 
optic and thicker distal parts on each haptic in order to treat patients in need of a toric 
optic and provide a better stabilized lens upon implantation. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William H. Matthews (Howie) whose telephone number 
is 571-272-4753. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 10- 
6:30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Corrine M. McDermott can be reached on 571-272-4754. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




wilfiam H. Matthews (Howie) 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3738 



